
Gwen’s
Graphic
Novels

Everyone has a story to tell



Hi, I’m Gwen, and I’m working on ONE BIG GRAPHIC NOVEL 
about my life -- things that really happen and things I make up 

(because let’s face it, I’m a fantasy nerd). The stories usually start 
with a problem or opportunity in my REAL life (live action), then 
I draw about it in my GRAPHIC NOVEL (animation), and we go 
back and forth between the two until the end of the story. Mom 

says my graphic novels are full of “LIFE SKILLS” like empathy and 
problem-solving and creativity and communication (Mom is big on 

self improvement). Me? I’m just trying to tell a great story!
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real life ME, Age 11

Graphic novel
ME doesn’t

wear glasses
or contacts

(sigh from
real life me)



SPOTLIGHT
 This is from one of

my favorite comics:

LUMBERJANES. Check 

my Triple Wow List for 

more great reads!

#gwensgraphicnovels

Synopsis
Just a fancy way of saying, what’s it about?
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Most of the stories are personal or family stuff, but I also draw 
community stories for Pop at the local paper, make up fairy tales 
for my little brother, and of course I’m CRAZY for fantasy, so it’s 
a pretty good mix. I think you’re going to love it, or as Mom would 
say, you’ll “be able to relate” (eye-roll). 

Each episode goes back and forth between LIVE ACTION and 
ANIMATION. The switch from real world to graphic novel would 
be obvious if you were WATCHING the show. But since you’re 
READING the show, I’ll use a DIFFERENT COLOR when we’re inside 
the graphic novel. Those parts play like mini animated movies within 
the episode. It’s pretty cool, actually.

In case you’re wondering why an 11-year-old is turning 
her life into a graphic novel... Well, I think it’s super 
important to tell your OWN story. Then you get 
to express what happened the 
way YOU saw and felt it. 
And also? It’s a lot of fun. 
Seriously, I crack myself up all 
the time, I’m not even kidding.

I LOVE to draw. 
I draw ALL the 
time, I’m not 
even kidding.

real life 
walter, Age 5Graphic novel walter



SPOTLIGHT
 These drawings are 

from SMILE by

Raina Telgemeier.

For pro advice, watch 

my interview with Raina.

#gwensgraphicnovels
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Characters
Me, walter, mom, dad,  and aunt zoe
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Hi, me again, Gwen. I’m 11, I’m a little (a lot) shy, 
and I want to be a graphic novelist when I grow up. A 
FAMOUS graphic novelist. A famous AWARD-WINNING 
graphic novelist. I’m shy, but not about my dreams.

Also? I think being a storyteller makes me a better 
person. I feel what my characters feel, which gives me, 
what’s that word Mom loves? EMPATHY! 

Like the time I was drawing a story about how annoying 
my brother was and I started crying. I’m not even 
kidding. Seeing things from HIS point of view? I felt 
sad for him -- and annoyed at his bossy big sister 
(whoever SHE is). 

I used to think my life was boring. But when you see 
your life as a STORY? You notice things about yourself 
(and your world) you never knew before. I love that. 
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Gwen



Walter is my 5-year-old brother. I recently (like last 
week) realized he’s the sweetest kid in the world. All he 
wants to do is hang out with his big sister.  

He LOVES to pretend. He’s a MAKER -- that’s someone 
who loves to make stuff. He’ll turn paper grocery bags 
into masks, and cut and glue cardboard into costumes. 
Once he found Aunt Zoe’s stage make-up box. Yikes. 

When he gets on my nerves, I remember I’m a graphic 
novelist, and I see things from HIS character’s point of 
view. Then all of a sudden, he’s not so annoying anymore. 
Give it a try the next time you’re annoyed. It WORKS.

Walter is 5, so he thinks everything I do is great, which 
I secretly love. Because trust me, SOME days? I don’t 
feel so fantastic about being me. I’m not even kidding. 
Do you ever feel like that?
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WALTER
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I know, right? My Mom is TOUGH. 
She trains at a boxing gym and runs 
in marathons and I’m getting tired 
just talking about it. 

I bet you think she has a POWER job, 
like a martial arts sensei or trial lawyer. She’s  
a veterinarian! I LOVE that. 

But here’s the thing: Mom is all about PERSONAL 
GROWTH. She made me keep a journal since I was 7. 
I’m not even kidding. “You can’t IMPROVE yourself,” she 
says, “if you don’t KNOW yourself.” 

If I even mention I’m interested in something, Mom 
goes into SUPPORT mode. That’s how I ended up taking 
ukulele for six months. But that’s how I got art lessons 
too, so I can’t complain (much).

Page 8

MOM
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Pop’s a reporter for our town’s 
last newspaper. He stresses out over 
EVERYTHING, from big stuff like 
global warming to little things like 
weeds. WEEDS. I’m not even kidding.  

I’ve ALWAYS called him “Pop.” When I ask why, he gives 
me a different reason every time, like “When you were a 
baby, we would POP you up into the air like toast.” 

Also? You might think with Mom being all Wonder Woman, 
Pop would be in great shape too. He looks fit, right? But 
if look closer, you’ll see he’s 100% sucking in his gut.

Pop says everyone handles stress differently. When HE’S 
stressed (every waking moment) he EATS. I try to help 
him relax, but the thing is, I love food too! Sometimes 
when we’re junking out, he’ll smile and say, “You’re setting 
a bad example for your father.” I love that.
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POP
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Aunt Zoe is mom’s younger sister. She’s a 
music teacher, at least she USED to be. 
A lot of music classes got cut from the 
schools around here. Still, she’s the happiest 
person in town. “I’m always on stage,” 
she says, and she means it. She’ll sing and 
dance anywhere, at work, in stores, ON 
THE STREET. I’m not even kidding.

When she lost her job, she moved in with us. That must 
be hard, like ME moving in with WALTER one day. Yikes.

Now Aunt Zoe is a barista. She’s writing HER OWN 
MUSICAL, you know, like “The Lion King”? It’s called 
“Barista” and it’s about a barista who’s writing HER own 
musical. I think that’s hilarious. Sometimes she’ll sing us 
songs from her musical. They’re really good. I hope she 
makes it to Broadway one day.
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Aunt zoe



SPOTLIGHT
 From the AMULET 

graphic novel series by

Kazu Kibuishi. I just 

posted a “Making of 

Amulet” video at:

#gwensgraphicnovels
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chapters
aka: episodes, stories, you get the idea



Godzilla Dreams
It all started when Walter watched an OLD Godzilla movie. No CGI, just a guy 
in a rubber suit. Still, it gave Walter nightmares. EVERY night. I’m not even 
kidding. Mom tried to tire him out by “playing” at the park. With mom, that’s like 
a WORKOUT. Walter fell right asleep... but woke crying at 2 a.m. I 
guess what tires out the body doesn’t always tire out the brain. 

I did some research then started a graphic novel about Haruo 
Nakajima, the guy INSIDE the Godzilla suit. The suit weighed 
200 pounds, so he could barely move. When he fell down he couldn’t 
get up! I drew a bunch of stories about Haruo. Walter laughed so 
hard he almost peed his pj’s. But at 2 a.m. the nightmares came 
back. Dad tried to replace Godzilla in Walter’s head with happy 
movies. Aunt Zoe sang him “courage songs.” Nothing worked. 

One night, I couldn’t sleep either so I kept working on the graphic novel. In 
the story, I gave Haruo a day off -- and Walter took his place INSIDE the 
Godzilla suit. I didn’t know it at the time, but I had just drawn the cure to 
Walter’s nightmares! What happened next was kind of amazing...

Haruo Nakajimaon a tea break
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Godzilla

Rubber su
it, not CG

I

QUICK TIP
 Google around and 

collect a TON of 

reference pics. Trust me, 

it helps to have some 

ideas BEFORE you start 

-- and it’s fun too!



I’m no juliet
Ms. Hirschfeld wanted our class to perform “Romeo and Juliet” -- and gave ME 
the lead! She said it was “healthy” to “challenge” my shyness. Grown-ups. (sigh) 

I’ve never read Shakespeare, so Aunt Zoe helped me with the story. R & J meet 
at a costume party and fall in love. They want to get married but their families 
are ENEMIES. J fakes her death so she and R can run away in secret, but R 
doesn’t get the note saying it’s fake. He goes to the cemetery, sees her, thinks 
she’s dead, and drinks POISON. J wakes up, finds R dead, and STABS herself. 
So, I can read THIS, but mom won’t let me read “The Hunger Games”?

As the performance got closer, I got stomachaches, I’m not even kidding. 
To calm myself down, I made flipbooks: J stabbing herself and (if flipped 
backwards) UN-stabbing herself; R drinking and UN-drinking poison; Shakespeare 
rolling over in his grave. I laughed so hard! Doing what you love always helps.

Then suddenly it was the night of the show and I was PETRIFIED (literally) 
-- until Tommy Lin (Romeo) did something hilarious that saved the day...

Rapunzel, 
Rapunzel, let 

down your 
hair...

Romeo,
ro— wait,

what?
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1. Natalie Wood
West Side Story

Aunt Zoe’s Top 4 Juliets of all time (I’m not even kidding about #3). Who knew that
“West Side Story” was a musical of Romeo and Juliet updated to New York in the 1950s?

4. Olivia Hussey
Romeo and Juliet

3. Emily Blunt
Gnomeo and Juliet

2. Claire DanesRomeo + Juliet



Hi! I just finished a new chapter. I call it “Godzilla Dreams.” Hold on. 
Let’s flip back to Page 1 and I’ll tell you about it. 

It all started when Walter watched an OLD Godzilla movie. No CGI, 
just a guy in a big rubber suit. I thought it was pretty silly, 
but it gave Walter nightmares. EVERY night. I’m not even 
kidding.

Mom tried to tire him out by “playing” at the park. With mom, 
that’s  more like a WORKOUT. Walter fell right asleep... but woke 
crying at 2 a.m. I guess what tires out the body doesn’t always 
tire out the brain.

I did some research then started a graphic novel chapter about Haruo 
Nakajima, the guy INSIDE the Godzilla suit. The suit weighed 200 
pounds, so he could barely move. And when he fell down? He couldn’t get 
up! I drew a bunch of hilarious stories about Haruo. Walter laughed so 
hard he almost peed his pj’s. But at 2 a.m. the nightmares came back.

Dad tried to replace the Godzilla movie in Walter’s head with other 
movies. Aunt Zoe sang him “courage songs.” Nothing worked.

So in my graphic novel, I CHANGED things. Haruo has a day off -- 
so Walter takes his place INSIDE the suit. But instead of stomping 
on a model of Tokyo, he turns around and goes BACK into the ocean. 
He has a few adventures, like playing tag with whales. That might 
sound like kid stuff, but I knew Walter would LOVE it. And he did. 

He made a Godzilla mask, and we built a Dixie cup city on the floor. 
Instead of stomping the paper cups, he tiptoed around them, all off-
balance, arms waving, hopping from foot to foot. It looked like Godzilla 
doing ballet. I almost died laughing! And that night? No bad dreams. 

So that’s how we defeated Godzilla. Here’s the last panel: Walter asleep in 
bed. And see that on the bedside table? He saved a Dixie cup! Awww. 

Godzilla DreamsThe Storm
It rained hard for days. The streets were flooded. I drew a story about these  
stray cats we saw hiding under parked cars. Mom and I set up our tent in 
the front yard. Pop and Walter put blankets, warm milk, and a space heater 
inside. One by one, the cats ran into the tent. It was so sweet.

Pop was assigned a story about MUDSLIDES. He asked if I 
wanted to do a “graphic essay.” I do, so we drove into the foothills. 
A hundred people worked in the rain, filling sandbags, stacking a wall 
between the houses and the hill. I saw 3 mudslides. The wall stopped 
2, but one swept over like a wave and crashed through the windows 
of a house. The owner, an old woman, cried while she kept filling 
sandbags to save her neighbor’s house. I cried the whole time I was drawing 
that story. It took me a week to finish.

Pop took me to the newspaper office and made me “pitch” my story to his 
editor. I had to “sell” it, he said, and if I convinced the editor to publish my 
story, they’d PAY me, like a PROFESSIONAL graphic novelist! I don’t know 
if I can even tell you what happened next. It was SO embarrassing...

NO LIMITS
Graphic novels 

can be about BIG 
things too. You can 
tell ANY story in a 

graphic novel.

#gwensgraphicnovels

Page 14



Hi! I just finished a new chapter. I call it “Godzilla Dreams.” Hold on. 
Let’s flip back to Page 1 and I’ll tell you about it. 

It all started when Walter watched an OLD Godzilla movie. No 
CGI, just a guy in a big rubber suit. I thought it was pretty 
silly, but it gave Walter nightmares. EVERY night. I’m not 
even kidding.

Mom tried to tire him out by “playing” at the park. With mom, 
that’s  more like a WORKOUT. Walter fell right asleep... but 
woke crying at 2 a.m. I guess what tires out the body doesn’t always 
tire out the brain.

I did some research then started a graphic novel chapter about Haruo 
Nakajima, the guy INSIDE the Godzilla suit. The suit weighed 200 
pounds, so he could barely move. And when he fell down? He couldn’t get 
up! I drew a bunch of hilarious stories about Haruo. Walter laughed so 
hard he almost peed his pj’s. But at 2 a.m. the nightmares came back.

Dad tried to replace the Godzilla movie in Walter’s head with other 
movies. Aunt Zoe sang him “courage songs.” Nothing worked.

So in my graphic novel, I CHANGED things. Haruo has a day off -- 
so Walter takes his place INSIDE the suit. But instead of stomping 
on a model of Tokyo, he turns around and goes BACK into the ocean. 
He has a few adventures, like playing tag with whales. That might 
sound like kid stuff, but I knew Walter would LOVE it. And he did. 

He made a Godzilla mask, and we built a Dixie cup city on the floor. 
Instead of stomping the paper cups, he tiptoed around them, all off-
balance, arms waving, hopping from foot to foot. It looked like Godzilla 
doing ballet. I almost died laughing! And that night? No bad dreams. 

So that’s how we defeated Godzilla. Here’s the last panel: Walter asleep in 
bed. And see that on the bedside table? He saved a Dixie cup! Awww. 

Godzilla Dreamscate cognito
You might think I only draw realistic stuff. But I LOVE fantasy stories too. 
In fact, I’m working on one now. It’s called “Cate Cognito,” like 
“incognito” which means “in disguise.”

13-year-old Cate and Papa (her great-grandfather) live in a one-
room apartment in a dystopian future. He used to be a movie 
makeup guy. He shows Cate how to be taller (stilts), wider (pads), 
use wigs, change skin color, mimic voices. Cate gets good at it!

Walter LOVED this part. Aunt Zoe got out her stage makeup kit and made 
Walter look like an old man. It was hilarious. 

Papa is taken prisoner by the mysterious Almega Labs. Cate puts on a 
disguise, sneaks in and finds him locked in a glass chamber. There are 4 
other people in the room, ages 7 to 70. As she steps closer, Cate realizes 
they don’t just LOOK like her Papa, they ARE her Papa -- at different ages! 
Ba-ba-BA! End of Part 1! What? Grrrrr! That’s what we in the graphic 
novel biz call a CLIFFHANGER. It’s supposed to keep you (the audience) 
HOOKED. Now, back to the story. You won’t believe what happens next...

LIKE FANTASY?

 I’m working on a new 

fantasy, and YOU can 

submit a character to 

be included in the story. 

Just go to:

#gwensgraphicnovels
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Hi! I just finished a new chapter. I call it “Godzilla Dreams.” Hold on. 
Let’s flip back to Page 1 and I’ll tell you about it. 

It all started when Walter watched an OLD Godzilla movie. No CGI, 
just a guy in a big rubber suit. I thought it was pretty silly, but it 
gave Walter nightmares. EVERY night. I’m not even kidding.

Mom tried to tire him out by “playing” at the park. With mom, that’s  
more like a WORKOUT. Walter fell right asleep... but woke crying at 2 
a.m. I guess what tires out the body doesn’t always tire out the brain.

I did some research then started a graphic novel chapter about Haruo 
Nakajima, the guy INSIDE the Godzilla suit. The suit weighed 200 
pounds, so he could barely move. And when he fell down? He couldn’t get 
up! I drew a bunch of hilarious stories about Haruo. Walter laughed so 
hard he almost peed his pj’s. But at 2 a.m. the nightmares came back.

Dad tried to replace the Godzilla movie in Walter’s head with other 
movies. Aunt Zoe sang him “courage songs.” Nothing worked.

So in my graphic novel, I CHANGED things. Haruo has a day off -- 
so Walter takes his place INSIDE the suit. But instead of stomping 
on a model of Tokyo, he turns around and goes BACK into the ocean. 
He has a few adventures, like playing tag with whales. That might 
sound like kid stuff, but I knew Walter would LOVE it. And he did. 

He made a Godzilla mask, and we built a Dixie cup city on the floor. 
Instead of stomping the paper cups, he tiptoed around them, all off-
balance, arms waving, hopping from foot to foot. It looked like Godzilla 
doing ballet. I almost died laughing! And that night? No bad dreams. 

So that’s how we defeated Godzilla. Here’s the last panel: Walter asleep in 
bed. And see that on the bedside table? He saved a Dixie cup! Awww. 

Godzilla DreamsAmazing Ants
Saturday is my ONLY sleep-in day. So when mom woke me at 6:30 for an 
“emergency,” I was (a little) grumpy. The emergency? Ants in the kitchen. 
ANTS. Mom and Zoe had to go to work, and Pop was still asleep, so I got 
ant duty. I looked online for natural ant sprays but found so much cool ant 
INFO I started a new chapter in my graphic novel. I drew it like Ripley’s 
Believe It Or Not, all big letters and dramatic graphics. Ants outnumber 
people 2 billion to 1! Ants don’t have lungs or ears! That kind of thing.

I woke Walter to help me, but by then ants were EVERYWHERE. I’m 
not even kidding. We were so afraid to go into the kitchen, we started 
LAUGHING. I couldn’t deal with it and went back to drawing. Ants lived with 
dinosaurs in the Cretaceous period! Ants have gone into space on the shuttle! 
I was picking the best facts from ALL ants, but Walter thought I was 
talking about the ACTUAL ants in our kitchen. Now he didn’t want to hurt 
them. See what I mean about stories giving you EMPATHY? Even for ANTS! 
Instead, he came up with the best ant defense ever...

WALTER’S
MASKS

 I posted instructions 
on how to make some 

of Walter’s best masks. 

They’re easy and fun!

#gwensgraphicnovels
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Daughter at Work
I just finished a chapter about “National Take Our Daughters and Sons 
to Work Day.” (That’s a REAL day, look it up.) Pop took Walter to the 
newspaper, and I went with Mom to Kirby Animal Clinic.

On the way, we stopped behind the mall where Mom left “traps” to catch 
FERAL cats (which means they’re like WILD animals). We took the traps 
to the clinic. The cats were fed, vaccinated, and 
neutered (so they won’t have more stray kittens). 
Mom clipped a corner off each cat’s ear. It doesn’t 
hurt the cat, but it tells other rescuers the cats have 
been neutered. We took them back to the mall. It was 
sad to leave them there, but Mom said this was the 
best way to help the stray cat population.

The next few hours, I ran the front desk (OK), cleaned the 
exam rooms (SNORE), picked up after the dogs and cats 
who were spending the night (YUCK). I guess all jobs 
have parts you don’t like. 

But that afternoon, a 4-year-old pug was scheduled 
for HEART SURGERY, and mom asked me to assist! 
The adorable pug’s life was in our hands...
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Here are some pug designs submitted by kids like you.
Use #gwensgraphicnovels to vote for your favorite!
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BEYOND THE SHOW
Hey, it’s me again, Gwen! Don’t forget to visit GwensGraphicNovels.com -- 
and follow me on Instagram #GwensGraphicNovels. I’ve learned a LOT about 
making graphic novels, and I want to share all of it with you. 

You’ll find my sketchbooks, drawing lessons, storytelling tips, interviews with 
pros, reviews of my favorite graphic novels, and a lot more (including songs 
from Aunt Zoe’s barista musical). Check it out!

I get to the store at 4 A.M.
the customers are there by 5.
Another Frap, another latte,

another day goes by.
when will I... wake up and try...
the espresso of my dreams?

STOP, HUMAN! 

THAT NOISE IS 

SCRAMBLING MY 

CIRCUITS!



Drawing with Gwen
#Gwensgraphicnovels

Book Reviews
There are WAY too many drawing books out there, I’m not even 
kidding. Check out my reviews and find the best books for you! 
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Drawing with Gwen
#Gwensgraphicnovels

EXPRESSIONS
When learning to draw expressions, try drawing faces on things that 
DON’T have faces... like a potato! Then you won’t worry about being 

“realistic” (which is one of my top CREATIVITY BLOCKERS!)

HA HA!

My 
favorite!

QUICK TIP
 Try to FEEL the 

emotion. Then make that 

face in a mirror and 

draw what you see! You 

will crack yourself up, 

I’m not even kidding! 
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Thank
You
We Hope you

had FUN!

Love, Gwen
and walter

Gwen’s Graphic Novels Written by Charles Duffie


